STUDIES   IN   PROSE
The causes of this phenomenon it is not, I
think, difficult to assign. The division of
labor operates on the productions of the ora-
tor as it does on those of the mechanic. It
was remarked by the ancients that the Pent-
athelete, who divided his attention between
several exercises, tho he could not vie with a
boxer in the use of the cestus, or with one
who had confined his attention to running in
the contest of the stadium, yet enjoyed far
greater general vigor and health than either.
It is the same with the mind. The superiority
in technical skill is often more than compen-
sated by the inferiority in general intelli-
gence. And this is peculiarly the case in
polities. States have always been best gov-
erned by men who have taken a wide view of
public affairs, and who have rather a general
acquaintance with many sciences than a per-
fect mastery of one. The union of the politi-
cal and military departments in Greece con-
tributed not a little to the splendor of its early
history. After their separation more skilful
generals and greater speakers appeared; but
the breed of statesmen dwindled and be-
came almost extinct. Themistoeles or Pericles
would have been no match for Demosthenes in
the assembly, or for Iphicrates in the field.
But surely they were incomparably better
fitted than either for the supreme direction of
affairs.
There is, indeed, a remarkable coincidence
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